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TN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-26 (Canceled). 

27 (Currently Amended). Tlio -t n a chin e of claim 1 A wrappin}^ rnachine for wrapping traved 
food products, comprising: 

a wrap station at which traved fo o d products are wrapped: 

a film diiipensins; station for drawing out film over tra ve d food products at the wrap 

station; 

a conveying system for moving traved food products aJona a defined path to the wrap 

stat ion including: 

a first conveyor along a first portion of the defined pat h: 

a sccond conveyor along a second portio n of the defined path, the first conveyor 

havi ng an output end which is aligned at a height with and feeds to an input end of the second 

cony eyor for feeding traved food products traveling along the first conveyor to the second 

conveyor; 

at least one s ens or for determining a lateral position of trayc d f ood products moving 
alon g the first conveyor, the sensor comprising an optical sensor arrangement positioned to avoid 
direct cont act with traved food items: 

at least one actuator for contrpUing a relative lateral position between the output end of 
the first conveyor and the input e nd of the second conveyor. 

a controller for receiving signals from the sensor and for controlling th c__actuator, 
wherein, for a given trayc d food product moving along the first conveyor, and based upon 
signals received from the sensor, the con troller effe ct s movement of the actuator to define a 
relative lateral position between the output end of the firs t conveyor and the input end of the 
second conveyor to place th e_giyen P'ayed food product in a desired lateral position on the 
s_econ d conveyor. 
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wherein the actuator is connected for moving the output end of the first conveyor along a 
laterally extending axis while an input end of the first conveyor remains laterally stationary, 

28 (Currently Amended). Th e moohin en- rf claim 1 A wraopijig machine for wrapping traved 
food produ ct s, comprising: 

a wrap station at which traved food products are wrapp ed: 

a fihn dispensing station fo r drawing out film over traved food products at the wrap 

station; 

a conveying system For movijig traved food products along a defined path t o th e wrap 
station including: 

a first conveyor along a first portion of the defined path: 

a second conveyor alone a .second portion of the de fine d path, the first conveyor 
h aving an output end which is aligned at a height with and feeds to an input end of the second 
conveyor for feeding traved food products tTavcling along the first conveyor to the second 
conveyor: 

at least o ne sens or for determining a lateral position of traved food products moving 
al ong the fi^rst conveyor, the sensor comprising an optical s cnsqr^aff^an^cmc nlpositio 
direct contact with trayed food items: 

at least one actuator fo r contr olling a relative lateral position between the output end of 
the first conveyor and th e input end of the second conveyor: 

a controller for receiving sigaals from the sensor and for controlling the actua tort 
wherein, for a given traved food product moving along the firs t c onveyor, and based uppn 
signals received from the sensor, the controller e ff ects movement of the actuator to define a 
relative lateral position between the outpu t end of the first conveyor and the input end of the 
second conveyor to place the given trayed food product in a desired lateral position on the 
second c o nveyor. 
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wherein the actuator is connected for moving the input end of the second conveyor along 
a laterally extending axis while an output end of the second conveyor remains laterally 
stationary. 

29 (Currently Amended). Th e ronchinc of -&l <Hm 12 A traycd f ood product wrapping machine for 
wra pping packages. c o nipri,s)ng: 

a wrap station at which travcd food products arc wrapped: 

a film dispensing station for drawing out film over trayed food products . at the WTap 

station: 

.ajg onveying system for moving traved food products al o3 i£. a path to the wrap station, the 
conveying system being selectively adjustable for varying a lateral position of traye d Jjjod 
products travelini:; along tlie path, the conveying system includinE a first coavcvor alonft.a first 
poition of the defined path, a second conveyor along a second portion of the dciincd path, tbe 
first conveyor having an oulput end which i s al igned at a height with and feeds t o an input end of 
the second conveyor for feeding traved food products trave li ng. along the first conveyor to the 
second conveyor: 

at leas t one sensor for determining lateral position of trayed food products: 
a controller for receiving signals from the sensor and for controlling adjustment of the 
convcvina_system. wherein, for a given trayed food product moving along the path, and based 
upon signals received from the sensor, the controller effects adjustmen t of the conveying system 
to defi ne a relative lato r al_position between the output end of the first conveyor and the i nput end 
of the second convc y or_so as to establish a desircdj.ateral position of the given traved food 
product when the given trayed food pro du ct reaches the wrap station. 

wherein the conveying system includes an actuator that is connected for moving the 
output end of the first conveyor along a laterally extending axis while an input end of the first 
conveyor remains laterally stationary. 
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30 (Cunrejitly Amended). 




A trayed food product wrapp i nj; machine for 



wrapping packages, compri sir^g; 

a wrap station at which traved food products arc wrapped: 

a film dispensing station for drawing out film over trayed food products at the wrap 

station; 

a_CQnyeving system for movi.ng traved food products along a p ath to the wrap station, th e 
conveying system being selectively adjustable for varying a lateral position of traved fo od 
products traveling alontj the path, the conveying system including a first conveyor along a first 
portion ofthe defined path, a se c ond conveyor along a s ec ond portion of the defined p ath, the 
first conveyor having an output end which is ali)znc_d_at a height with and feeds to a.nj;^put end of 
the secondjconyeyor for feeding trayed food products traveling along th e first conveyor to the 
s econd conveyor: 

at least one se ns or for detenniiiing lateral pos itio n of traved food products: 
a controller for receiving signals fi-om the s en sor and for controlling adjustmen t of the 
conye_y in£_system, wherein, for a given trayed. food product moving along the p ath, and based 
upon s ignals received fi:x>m the sensor, the c ontroller effects adjustment of the c .(?n yeyin^ system 
to define a relative Iate ra lj30sition between the output e nd of the first conveyor and tlie input end 
ofthe second conveyor so as to establish a desired lateral po si tion of the given trayed food 
product when the given trayed food product re ac hes the wrap station. 

wherein the conveying system includes an actuator that is connected for moving the input 
end ofthe second conveyor along a laterally extending axis while an output end of the second 
conveyor remains laterally stationary. 
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